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Faculty Dialogue: Kenneth Pomeranz and R. Bin Wangonversation

Chinese History and Chinese Possibilities:

Understanding a Changing Society's Place in the World

In this dialogue between tw®l WKH ZRUOG:-V PRVW UHQRZQHG &KLQD VFKRODUYV
Bin Wong exchange thoughts on four broad areas related to the past, present and future of China in the world
context. These include ChineseurdkaM¢LRQ DQG SHUVLVWHQW SROLWLFDO FRQFHUQ
HFRQRPLF GHYHORSPHQW DQG WKH HFRQRP\:V HYROYLQJ SUHVHQFH
UHIRUP LQ &KLQD DV ZHOO DV &KL QD -tr&e thd-ikhdequavy Kflson&wvddelBusatK H \
social science binaries (e.g. liberal vs. authoritarian) to capture the dynamics and complexity of Chinese
development. They argue thaterstanding China requires a more nuanced and interconnective approach of
reFLSURFDO DQG HQFRPSDVVLQJ FRPSDULVRQ ZKLFK DPRQJ RWKHU '
according téthesameset of standards to which we hold other countries or world regions accountable.

Kenneth Pomeranzs University Professor of History and East Asian Languages and Civilizations at the College at
the University of Chicago. His work focuses mostly on China, but also touches on comparative and world history.
Most of his research is in social, econontceavironmental history, though he has also worked on state

formation, imperialism, religion, gender, and other topics. He has written, edited, or coedited 11 books, including
the prizewinning The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Maleng \Ofaheé Etmh¢2000),The Making of

a Hinterland: State, Society and Economy in Inland NortHL @3 aBhand he World that Trade Crgétked

Steven Topik). He is a fellbath of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and of thk Raademy, and

was President of the American Historical Association in 2013. He was awarded the Dan David Prize for 2019, and
the Toynbee Prize for World History for 2020.
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