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MINUTES 

BOARD OF REGENTS COMMITTEE ON INDEPENDENT AUDIT  
MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2024 

A video recording of this meeting may be viewed at the Board of Regents website as 
follows: 

Meeting Video 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

Chair Michael Miyahira called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
September 19, 2024, at Leeward Community College, Education Building, ED-201, 96-
045 Ala ‘Ike, Pearl City, Hawai‘i 96782, with regents participating from various locations. 

Committee members in attendance:  Chair Michael Miyahira; Vice-Chair Lauren 
Akitake; Regent Neil Abercrombie; Regent Wayne Higaki; and Regent Diane Paloma. 

Others in attendance:  Board Chair Gabriel Lee; Board Vice-Chairs Laurie Tochiki 
and Laurel Loo; Regent Joshua Faumuina; Regent William Haning; Regent Ernest 
Wilson (ex officio committee members); President David Lassner; Vice President (VP) 
Academic Strategy Debora Halbert; VP for Legal Affairs/University General Counsel 
Carrie Okinaga; VP for Research and Innovation Vassilis Syrmos; VP for Budget and 
Finance/Chief Financial Officer Kalbert Young; Interim VP for Community Colleges 
�'�H�O�O�D���7�H�U�D�R�N�D�����8�+���0�—�Q�R�D�����8�+�0�����&�K�D�Q�F�H�O�O�R�U���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���%�U�X�Q�R����Executive Administrator 
and Secretary of the Board of Regents (Board Secretary) Yvonne Lau; and others as 
noted. 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Chair Miyahira inquired if there were any corrections to the minutes of the 
September 5, 2024, committee meeting which had been distributed.  Hearing none, the 
minutes were approved. 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Board Secretary Lau announced that, while the Board Office did not receive any 
written testimony, one individual signed up to provide oral testimony. 

Kimmer Horsey provided verbal comments on the indemnification of the federal 
government as set forth in a proposed contract between the United States Navy, Naval 
Sea Systems Command, and the Applied Research Laboratory at the University of 
Hawai‘i which was approved during the board meeting held earlier today. 

IV. AGENDA ITEMS 

A. �:�D�L�N�¯�N�¯���$�T�X�D�U�L�X�P���8�S�G�D�W�H��– �6�W�D�W�X�V���R�I���&�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�Y�H���$�F�W�L�R�Q�V 
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brought this matter to the attention of the 
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A brief discussion ensued between Regent Abercrombie and Provost Bruno as to 
whether there were financial implications associated with the administration’s 
organizational re�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���:�D�L�N�¯�N�¯���$�T�X�D�U�L�X�P���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���R�I���V�H�H�N�L�Q�J��
legislative appropriations to address this situation. 

Taking into account all of the information presented and discussed at this meeting, 
the administration’s anticipation of the majority of outstanding corrective action items 
being addressed by the end of the year, and the desire of committee members to be 
�J�L�Y�H�Q���D���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���:�D�L�N�¯�N�¯���$�T�X�D�U�L�X�P���J�R�L�Q�J��
forward, Vice-Chair Akitake suggested the Aquarium issue be placed on the agenda for 
the regular committee meeting presently scheduled for December. 

Chair Miyahira and Vice-Chair Akitake thanked Provost Bruno for his leadership in 
addressing the situation with the Aquarium and his efforts to restructure its organization.  
They also thanked Internal Auditor Shizumura for his dedication and service to the 
university over the last 15 years and lauded his work as the Director of OIA. 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Chair Miyahira adjourned the meeting at 1:42 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

/S/ 

Yvonne Lau 
Executive Administrator and Secretary 

of the Board of Regents 
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